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Grace Darling was born in 1815 
in Northumberland. She was the 
daughter of Thomasin and William 
Darling, a lighthouse keeper.

When she was ten, 
Grace and her family 
moved into a lighthouse 
on Longstone, one of 
the Farne Islands.

Early one stormy 
morning in 1838, Grace 
was looking out of the 
lighthouse window 
when she spotted a 
ship that had crashed 
on to some rocks.
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Grace looked through 
the lighthouse 
telescope and saw 
there were people 
clinging to the rocks. 

She and her father 
rowed out to the wreck 
of the SS Forfarshire to 
see if they could help.

Grace and her father became heroes and 
were awarded medals 
for their bravery. 

Grace became famous 
around the world and 
even received £50 
from Queen Victoria. 

Grace stayed on the 
rowing boat, keeping 
it steady and away 
from the rocks, 
while her father 
rescued five people. 

When they returned to the lighthouse, Grace 
stayed with the five survivors, while her father 
returned to the wreck to rescue four more. 

They looked after them for three 
days until the storm passed.


