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End of Term
This has been a busy term with much going on all over the school. 
The plays this week all went very well indeed. Foundation Stage did really well presenting “The Nativity” to family members. Key Stages 1 & 2 performed brilliantly their performances of “The Donkey Seller” and “The Late Wise Man”.
As always all of the children were greatly encouraged by warmly supportive audiences. We thank you for your lovely comments and generous donations towards the cost of the plays. A great big “Thank You” to the parents who answered our plea for help to make costumes – greatly appreciated!






PTFA
A very big “Thank You” too to the PTFA for all their hard work this term and for giving up their time last Thursday after school to run the film night.  Thanks also to the parents and staff who helped at the event as it was a great success! 
Christmas Lunch

[image: image3.wmf][image: image4.wmf]Christmas Lunch is being served tomorrow, Friday, and all but a handful of children are having the cooked lunch. Christmas crackers, hats and table decorations will all add to the festive atmosphere!
A big ‘thank you’ to Mrs Prout & Miss Walden in advance of all their hard work tomorrow.
Carol Service
Our Carol Service is to be held at St Nicholas Church, opposite South Gosforth Metro Station, tomorrow (Friday 18th Dec) at 2pm.  All children from Key Stages 1 and 2 are involved.  Reception will be staying at school.  Parents and friends are most welcome to join us for the Service; we will be leaving school at approximately 1.30 to walk to church, if you would like to walk with us. After the Service children who have a parent there may go straight home; those who do not will come back to school with the staff in time for the normal home time. 

The collection at the Service is in aid of the Children’s Society.   Please send in your donation in an envelope tomorrow or bring it to the Service. Thank you.






Staff Change

Miss Mitchell (Support Assistant) will be leaving our school tomorrow and we thank her for all of her help during her time with us; we wish her well for the future.

Reminders about Winter Weather

[image: image5.wmf]We really have been very fortunate with the weather so far….however,  January may bring some of the wintery stuff!  If the weather is very icy or snowy we may need to stop using the pedestrian gate from Christon Road if the sloping path is too slippery. If this happens please use the corner gate near Reception Class and the main gate beside the car park.  Mr Laidler will prioritise the paths from these two gates for gritting. Sometimes the playground can be very icy; on these occasions we will not allow the children outside to play and would ask that you keep your children close to you in the mornings and walk on the grass if necessary. We have neither the facility nor the resources to grit the playground or the car park. We cannot grit the paths outside of our school grounds. 

Please be aware, unless it is icy,  the children will still be outside for work and play so please will you ensure they have a warm coat, gloves, hat etc all clearly named. Please ensure footwear is clearly named and that a named clothes peg is provided to fasten shoes/boots together when not in use. Thank you.

[image: image6.wmf]We will only seek to close the school if the weather is too dangerous for travel and we cannot guarantee sufficient staff presence to keep the children safe in school. Decisions to close are never taken lightly; our staff always take every effort to attend. In the event of a school closure due to severe weather we will endeavour to text or email all parents who use Parentmail and an announcement will be made on local radio and on the City Council website. We all fervently hope we won’t need to do this!
Reception Applications
The closing date for applications for Reception class places from September 2016 is midday on Friday 15th January.  Please make it a priority to apply, if you have not already done so, as late applications are dealt with after all those received on time. 






School Website
Our new school website is currently being designed – please take a look at it and let us know your thoughts about it https://archbishop-runcie.eschools.co.uk/website 
Extra-Curricular Activities
We offer a number of extra-curricular activities before, during and after school. In order to ensure that the experiences for the children are of the highest quality we will be closely monitoring provision and will reserve the right to change provision if necessary.  In the past we reduced the number of activities on offer due to the poor behaviour of a significant number of children. We have carefully sourced providers with a good record of behaviour management however if any child’s behaviour falls short of the required standard they will be asked to leave the club.

	Day
	Class/Key Stage
	Club

	Monday 3.15-4.30pm
	Year 3
	Art Club

	Monday 3.30-4.30pm
	Year 4
	Awards Club

	Monday lunchtime
	Year 3 & Year 1
	Le Club Francais

	Tuesday 8.00-8.45am 
	Key Stage 1
	Tennis

	Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm
	Key Stages 1&2
	Tae Kwondo

	Wednesday 3.30-4.30pm 
	Reception and

Key Stage 1
	Jolly Olly Football

	Thursday 8.00 – 8.45am 
	Key Stage 1 & 2
	Street Dance 

	Friday 3.30-4.30pm 
	Key Stage 2
	Lee Sterry Football

	Friday lunchtime
	Year 4 & Year 2
	Le Club Francais


And Finally…..

Next term begins on Tuesday 5th January 2016; dinner money for the half term will be £58
(29 days @£2) or £10 per week. Money must be paid on a Monday morning in advance of the week(s) it relates to.  Please ensure money is sent to the classrooms in a named envelope and any cheques are made payable to Newcastle City Council. Thank you.

School closes tomorrow, Friday 18th December, for the holidays.

The staff and I join in thanking you all for your support over the term, for supporting the PTFA events and for your good wishes for Christmas. We wish you and your families a very Happy Christmas and look forward to seeing you all in the New Year.
Dates for Your Diary – January 2016
5th   
-
School re-opens

8th     -       M & M Productions – Peter Pan (kindly paid for by the PTFA)

15th 
-
CLOSING DATE FOR RECEPTION APPLICATIONS – to CIVIC CENTRE BY MIDDAY
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Disclaimer
From time to time we send out leaflets and letters signposting parents to activities and organisations in the local area. These are purely for information and not necessarily endorsed by the school. The school cannot accept any responsibility for such activities.

